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REMARKS CATALOGUING AND CLASSIFICATION. 


CHARLES MARTEL, 
Chief, Catalogue Division, Library Congress. 


The following cataloguing and classification’’ were 
made upon request the Secretary the Association, and upon such 
short notice that any preparation was practically out the question, 
nor has pressure official duties permitted since the meeting 
touch and elaborate the few points jotted down the time. The 
invitation make the remarks was accepted with diffidence, and the 
responsibility for offering slight contribution print rests solely 
with your Publication Committee. 

Many libraries, especially among those connected with institutions 
societies devoted research, have had informal beginnings and 
operate without even provisional organization. Periodicals and books 
are acquired and kept laboratories and offices, perhaps placed 
room the service all, and some member the staff with biblio- 
graphical leaning and possibly some previous experience takes care 
placed care the books. Rules for the use and keeping 
order the collection are evolved and minded more less strictly and 
less—and though there may entire absence 
regular catalogues and other records which are held distinguish 
library from mere accumulation books, the librarian manages sur- 
prisingly well, knows the books and himself living catalogue. 
But when away, when other functions expert investigator 
demand more and more his time, and obliged delegate his 
library duties less experienced understudies, the lack catalogues 
and definite classified arrangement the books the shelves begins 
felt more and more severely, until last provision for regular organi- 
zation re-organization the library becomes absolute necessity. 
the institution has ample means trained library staff, competent and 
adequate catalogue and classify the library, provided. 
alphabetical author catalogue indispensable. subject catalogue 
some form scarcely less so, although with fairly rich bibliographi- 
cal apparatus one may manage get along without foratime. 


Read the Annual Meeting the Medical Library Association, Washington, May 10, 1915. 
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consists alphabetical author and subject catalogue 
and shelflist classified catalogue, and special subject catalogues 
lists libitum. The alphabetical catalogue, author and subject 
combined one alphabet and known the dictionary form, 
undoubtedly the best for first aid and for general use. The shelflist 
will answer fully the purposes classified catalogue reference 
entries are liberally made all the subject divisions where work 
may interest, and not merely the place where the work itself 
actually classified, and the shelflist furnished with proper guide 
cards. ‘The classified catalogue held many the most satis- 
factory for the purposes investigation, not 
supplemented dictionary catalogue needs provided with 
alphabetical author and subject indexes. Medical literature, this 
audience needs not reminded, possesses the Index catalogue 
the Surgeon General’s Library, and the Index Medicus, examples 
the two forms counted models their kind. members 
the association are course all with the Classification the 
Library the College Physicians Philadelphia, published the 
Bulletin the association, new series vol. no. October 1911. 
Other classifications medicine, forming part general classification 
systems for libraries, may examined the Library Congress, 
including its own schedule class Medicine, which also based 
largely upon that the Index Medicus. may said dis- 
tinctive that makes express provision for the medical literature 
the past period divisions wherever its separation from the current 
literature seemed desirable. Necessarily provides also for the large 
copyright deposit popular medicine, sparingly not all 
represented select libraries devoted research exclusively pro- 
fessional interests, and for extensive collection government 
documents and other official publications. Anatomy and Physiology 
and certain sections Biology, which medical library may 
preferably classed with medicine, are subclasses class Science. 
This notation, however, places them similar position with relation 
Medicine that assigned them the Philadelphia scheme. 
Veterinary medicine forms part class SF, Animal husbandry. The 
technical literature Water Supply, Sewerage and Municipal refuse, 
and allied subjects with Municipal engineering class TC, Medical 
botany and chemistry with Botany, QK, and Chemistry, QD, respec- 
tively, and Military and Naval hygiene are divisions subclasses 
class Military science, and class Naval science. Provision for 
these subjects can, however, easily managed class the 
notation extremely flexible and indefinitely expansible. Two 
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medical libraries Washington have adopted the classification 
chiefly for reasons economy, since with the printed cards the 
Library Congress serviceable catalogue can made with less 
expenditure time and labor than any other method present 
available. are the library the School Naval medicine, and 
more recently that the Hygienic laboratory the Health 
service.* Valuable suggestions are being received from them: 
additions and corrections, alternative classifications certain subjects, 
scheme, should such become necessary. 

closing may refer once more briefly the printed catalogue 
cards the Library Congress. are made with fullness 
adapting them the purposes the largest libraries and biblio- 
graphical uses. full names authors and their dates birth and 
death are given when ascertainable. Nothing omitted from title and 
imprint that may considered essential for identification edition. 
The collation serves indicate the relative extent text and illustra- 
tions and discover imperfections. addition, subject headings, 
editor, translator, title, other secondary entries, are indicated. 
These, with the class marks the Library Congress the bottom 
the card, may easily converted experienced cataloguer into 
the terms and classification symbols use other libraries. The 
scope subjects covered and the method and conditions the 
distribution the cards will described Mr. Hastings. 


THE PRINTED CARDS THE LIBRARY CONGRESS 
AND THEIR USE MEDICAL LIBRARIES. 


CHARLES HASTINGS, 
Chief Card Division, Library Congress. 


The collection cards the Card Division the Library 
Congress for publications medicine comparatively small, being 
limited quite closely books received copyright deposit. 
number about 25,000 including about 1,000 human anatomy, 3,000 
physiology and 1,000 bacteriology. That the accumulation 
not larger due the fact that has been for many years the policy 


*The Librarians these institutions were present and extended invitations visit their 
libraries members the association who were interested. 


Read the Annual Meeting the Medical Library Association, Washington, May 10, 1915. 
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the Library Congress refrain from duplicating the noncopy- 
righted books which are being purchased freely and systematically 
the Library the Surgeon General’s Office. Within the past few 
years the stock has been strengthened regards new books cards 
printed from copy supplied libraries outside the District 
Columbia. The field, however, still far from being satisfactorily 
covered and are looking forward the time when arrangement 
will practicable whereby the Library Congress can print and 
store cards for all the books currently received the Library the 
Surgeon General’s Office, just now printing cards for books 
received the Library the Department Agriculture, the Bureau 
Education, and various other libraries the District Columbia. 

Numerous series publications devoted medical and semi- 
medical subjects are now completely covered printed cards, includ- 
ing the series issued the Public Health Service and the 
Hygienic Laboratory. full list the series now covered 
printed cards has been published the Card Division its Bulletin 
16-19. Medical libraries which find undesirable order cards for 
medical books general might find advantageous order cards for 
some these series and place standing order for the cards here- 
after printed for publications these series. 

Some special libraries devoted medicine are now using the 
cards. More medical libraries would doubtless use them larger 
percentage foreign books were covered the stock. The library 
the New York Academy Medicine and the library the Medical 
and Chirurgical Faculty Maryland subscribe all the cards 
currently issued medicine and related topics. 

Two libraries, the Lane Medical Library Leland Stanford 
University and the California College Dentistry, are subscribing 
the proofsheets for medicine. proofsheets catalog cards 
process printing contain each five titles and furnish comparatively 
cheap record the books medicine currently received the 
Library Partial sets covering one more such 
are supplied the rate cent each. 

When the cards are ordered number the price the first copy 
cents. When ordered author and title the first copy cents. 
The price each card after the first always cent. About three 
cards are required per book making the cost per book less than cents. 

These cards can used special advantage libraries which 
are recataloging, because even though the percentage cards obtained 
but moderate the total number obtained will large and the saving 
substantial. 


{ 


DIRECTORY SOURCES INFORMATION THE 
DISTRICT COLUMBIA. 


Chief Bibliographer, Library Congress. 


When was asked say few words you about the Directory 
Sources Information the District Columbia, did not 
first see the connection between the subject matter remarks and 
the Medical Library Association, but after all, librarians are pretty 
much the same position whether they work general library 
special library devoted the medical sciences. Your readers 
come you for all kinds information, sometimes very remotely 
connected with the medical sciences, and like faithful librarians you 
endeavor meet all requirements. You have, therefore, 
interest all methods acquiring information and particular 
interest the tools our profession, not the least important which 
are the various guides reference work. compiling the Directory 
Sources information the District Columbia are trying 
create tool this kind along lines which believe have not hereto- 
fore been attempted. 

shall, therefore, say few words you, first, our need for 
directory this kind; second, the method are pursuing com- 
piling it, and third, what hope achieve. 

have the City Washington probably more sources 
information highly scientific character than any other community 
its size the world. Congress appropriates millions annually 
carry the work bureaus almost every field human interest. 
These bureaus are naturally concentrated the capital city. 
city also the home the national legislature, the Congress the 
Uuited States, and this body carry its work needs information 
every conceivable topic. Washington has also become recognized 
centre investigation scholars from all over the country and 
even abroad, who come here make use the accumulated stores 
information found the great libraries and museums and 
the records the various departments. 

The Division Bibliography the Library Congress has 
gradually developed into bureau information. constantly 
being used Members Congress, government officials, and 
scholars, available key unlock the stores knowledge. 


Read the Annual Meeting the Medical Library Association, Washington, May 10, 1915 
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have come realize the one hand the great extent and variety 
these stores, and the other hand the great demand for the 
which they contain, which should make evident every one how 
useful directory will which will show scholar investigator 

Realizing the desirability such publication the question then 
was—What instruments are available for its compilation? The 
problem needed only stated show that the work should 
undertaken the District Columbia Library Association, co- 
operating with some division the Library Congress, obviously, 
the division Bibliography which most vitally interested such 
compilation. Without going too much into details procedure 
may say that committee three was appointed undertake the 
work, which Chief Bibliographer the Library Congress, 
was chairman. The committee prepared circular—some which 
are available those who may interested—which circular set forth 
briefly the plan and scope the Directory, and giving some 
specimen subject headings tried show the form which the infor- 
mation was desired. the very beginning the undertaking 
were fortunate enough enlist the interest Mr. Davis, Chief Engineer 
the Reclamation Service, who supplied with list subjects 
which the Reclamation Service has available information. This list 
subjects fills page and half the circular and covers every phase 
the work the Reclamation Service. also indicated the 
circular that wished have the names any persons who were 
experts any field knowledge. example given the circular 
appears under the head ‘‘Paper’’ and indicates that Mr. 
Veitch, charge the Leather and Paper Laboratory the Bureau 
Chemistry, has expert knowledge that subject. 

you all know mere circular apt dropped into the 
waste basket without receiving much attention. therefore left 
conspicuous place the front page filled for each particular 
bureau department with the most appropriate heading, that the 
receiving the circular would have his attention arrested not 
only the name his department, but the subject which that 
department most vitally interested. These circulars are now being 
sent out. With each circular send personal letter soliciting the 
interest the person addressed, thus the same time diminishing 
the likelihood inattention which mere circular almost in- 
variably subjected. our method procedure gathering the 
information very nearly correct indicated the completeness 
with which government officials and others are covering the interests 
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their several offices. examples drawn from the work the 
Reclamation Service have evidently been closely scrutinized, because 
find that the matter sent needs comparatively little editing 
make conform uniform standard, that have found 
possible begin the preparation copy once, and have 
the whole matter the hands the printer about the first July. 

Copy being prepared standard library catalogue cards made 
very thin stock. card devoted each subject, the name 
the subject being followed the name the bureau the individual 
who has information it. After these cards have been used copy 
for the Directory they will kept file the Division Biblio- 
graphy, added and corrected from time time and furnish 
the basis for any future editions the Directory which are sure 
called for unless fail utterly our purpose creating desk tool 
which will used often pen, ink and paper. 

The final results will pamphlet volume the size the 
the Libraries the District Columbia’’ which was 
published last year, and copy which hold hand. The 
Directory will probably somewhat thicker than the Handbook. 

When have completed our work hope able place 
the hands every member congress, all the government officials, 
and visiting students and investigators, guide which will help them 
all their work bringing them directly touch with the best 
sources information the particular subject which they may 
interested, without pursuing the devious course being referred from 
bureau bureau and being reduced the frame mind one 
inquirer who wrote the Library Congress for information and 
begged most earnestly not refer his request the Fourth 
Assistant Postmaster General. 


REPRINTS. 
How Increase Their Value. 


Chief Clinic, Vanderbilt Clinic, 
Instructor Orthopedic Surgery, Columbia University, Y., etc. 


One the unique customs our profession this country 
the sending out reprints. Not only give hours valuable 
time free dispensary work, but spend long hours burning the 
midnight oil doing literary work for which receive compensa- 
tion, and addition pay for reprints and the cost addressing 
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and mailing them. Many are sent indiscriminately men who not 
care for them, and large proportion them find sudden and un- 
timely end, together with mining schemes and drug ads the handy 
and capacious waste basket. not because the reprint not good, 
but because that particular reprint has not fallen into the hands 
the man especially interested. 

This should not so. reprint has value, maybe great 
value, some one. Our present method distribution wasteful 
and inefficient. bring the consumer together with the producer, 
make each reprint find its target, other words get the greatest 
value out our contemporary medical output, this article has been 
written. 

doubt many reprints are thrown away because there 
simple way filing them, that they will readily accessible. 
left accumulate, they pile up, take room, make disorder and 
when particular one wanted, hard find. 

reason for their disorderly appearance the interesting variety 
size and shape which they come—little ones hobnob with long 
fellows, narrow ones with broad, some are large that they have 
stoop over, that is, folded get into the envelope. Some are fat 
and heavy account useless overcoat (cover) they are wearing. 
other words, for the same product there greater and more 
useless assortment shapes and sizes than almost any other line 
manufacture. 

Right here would make suggestion the publishers medical 
journals, namely, that they adopt some uniform standard size and 
shape for the reprint. 

appreciate the fact that the shape the reprint depends the 
form the journal which the article appears. But the difficulty 
having some standard uniformity size not insurmountable 
and could solved having margins and spaces little wider 
narrower. Furthermore, avoid bulk, would advisable use 
thin paper. 

would suggest that some medical journal take upon itself the 
duty establishing reprint clearing house. ‘This would entail some 
clerical work and possibly little expense, but its reward for doing 
this would the consciousness performing public service. All 
physicians who receive reprint which they not file for their own 
use, should put aside and when sufficiently large package has 
accumulated, parcel post the reprint clearing house. Publishers 
might aid the work the beginning, sending number copies 
every reprint which they publish. 
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will readily seen that short time the would 
possession large library contemporary medical literature, 
covering every branch medicine and research. 


Now how could this library used? 

would suggest that upon the request some small medical 
library society, collection these reprints sent them. 
Medical societies might this way form the nucleus library 
which they would stimulated increase. 


Physicians practicing small communities might thus enabled 
find out the newest contemporary literature any subject which 
they are working. Standing orders could left with the Reprint 
Clearing House send any reprint any subject soon comes 
in. 


The large libraries would benefit collection reprints 
follows. copy article appearing medical journal would 
always hand. Who has not been annoyed the inability 
get recent article, because the journal which appeared has been 
sent the bindery? Who has not chafed under the effects anti- 
quated and inefficient system adhered the libraries, which sends 
all the medical journals the bookbinder one time, and for three 
four months unable get any copy any journal published 
within the past year? 


Another advantage that would accrue the reader library 
having good collection reprints, that could more certain 
getting the article which wishes consult. One man reading 
bound volume journal, prevents several other men from consult- 
ing any other article that same volume. Reader No. hada 
reprint would leave the bound volume the disposal any other 
reader. 

number bound volumes journals are sometimes taken 
home members, just because one article desired appears each 
volume. This prevents many other men from using those particular 
volumes. would also much more convenient carry home 
half dozen reprints than the same number bound volumes medical 
journals. 

Reprint Clearing House here outlined should established, 
would make the further suggestion that foot note, somewhat 
follows, added each reprint sent out, this reprint not 
desired, please send the Reprint Clearing 

For own convenience filing reprints for easy reference, 
have some boxes especially made. ‘They are cloth covered and made 
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look like book, not seem out harmony with the 
surroundings. 

The points wish make are: 

Appreciate the courtesy our colleagues who favor with their 
reprints preserving them. 

Adopt some convenient method filing them. 

Pass those which cannot use, some one else who wants 
them. 

Publishers should urged adopt some uniformity size 
the reprints and shown the advantage using thin paper and dis- 
carding the cover. 


NEWS ITEMS. 


Cleveland Medical Library Association. Dr. Dudley Peter Allen, 
the senior professor surgery Western Reserve University, left 
$200,000 his will the Cleveland Medical Library Association. 
The principal has been placed his direction the hands the 
Cleveland Trust Company, Trustees. Interest from the fund paid 
the Association quarterly. Trustees the Library Association 
expend this interest their own discretion for the benefit the 
library. limitations were placed Dr. Allen’s will upon the use 
this income. The principal, however, remain trust 
perpetually. 


Georgia Medical Society Library. Dr. Raines, Savan- 
nah has been appointed Assistant Librarian the Library the 
Georgia Medical Society and will have active charge the Library 
the Hall the Georgia Medical Society 612 Drayton Street, 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. The collection growing 
very satisfactory manner. 


New York Academy Medicine. Bequest New York 
Academy Medicine—The will the late Dr. Rudolph Witthaus 
bequeathes the New York Academy Medicine almost his entire 
estate over $150,000, also including his books, all used for 


the benefit the library. 
—Bost. Jour. no. 1916. 
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DETROIT WINS. 


That the 19th Annual Meeting the Medical Library Association 
held Detroit, June 12th, was decided majority vote. 
Plans are well under way make this banner meeting, the 
Michigan librarians are co-operating with us, and interesting 
program anticipated. Contrary the usual custom evening 
session will held, this would conflict with some the meetings 
the American Medical Association. will morning and 
afternoon session the Wayne County Medical Library Association 
Building. subscription luncheon will served the building, 
and, after the afternoon session, visit has been planned the Detroit 
Public Library and the Librarian has been asked address us. 
Tuesday hoped that may arranged Ann Arbor that 
our members may see the Library the University Michigan, and 
have the pleasure address the Librarian. For those who 
desire special trip might arranged, Wednesday, the 
Ryerson Public Library Grand Rapids. Michigan rich 
Libraries, and, much learned from their very date 
methods, consider this opportunity that should 
all. 

hope that every member will make effort attend this 
meeting whether they voted for Detroit not, seldom have the 
opportunity meeting many the Western members have 
signified their intention being present. Programs will mailed 
early date. 
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BUIL DIAG. 


Medical Society the City and County Denver.—‘‘The 
trustees the Medical Society the City and County Denver have 
made arrangements which the Society will soon have new and 


commodious quarters. 


The Metropolitan Realty Company are about erect two story 
building Court Place, the lots next adjoining the Metropolitan 
Building, and have agreed give the Society the use the whole 
the ground floor. This will afford ample space for the library, pro- 
viding for its future expansion, and meeting hall with seating 
capacity two huudred and forty. library rooms with the office 
the Society will occupy the front part the building, and the 
meeting hall, amply lighted and ventilated skylights, will the 
rear. The building will Harvard brick and designated the 

The approach will archway from the 
lobby the Metropolitan building for the use its tenants, addi- 
tion entrance hallway from Court Place. front elevation 
the proposed building shown the cut this page. expected 
that the building will ready about May Ist, 

—Colorado Medicine, Jan. 1916. 
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